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- Show the data
- Induce the viewer to think of substance, not methodology
- Avoid distorting the data
- Present many numbers in a small place
- Make large data sets coherent
- Encourage the eye to compare data
- Reveal the data at multiple levels of detail
- Serve a reasonably clear purpose



- Show the data
- Induce the viewer to think of substance, not methodology
- Avoid distorting the data
- Present many numbers in a small place
- Make large data sets coherent
- Encourage the eye to compare data
- Reveal the data at multiple levels of detail
- Serve a reasonably clear purpose





Data-ink is the non-erasable core of a graphic, 
the non-redundant ink arranged in response to 
variation in the numbers represented.
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Use the background to
make the bars bold

Remove unnecessary
borders

Remove unused
vertical lines





Bold data

Implied
Y axis

Negative space used
for easy data access



20%





data-ink

total ink used to print the graphic



data-ink

total ink used to print the graphic

1.0 – proportion of a graphic that can be
erased without any loss of data
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-Edward Tufte


