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The sense of what is foreground
and what is background



Shape, size, color, and texture all
feel “together” in a viewer’s mind



Objects near each other are
understood as a group



Symmetrical objects are perceived
as being a group if not one object



Objects are understood as whole even
if incomplete due to understanding of
underlying criteria for the object.



Shapes continue into space, just as
in closure.  Is this cross two lines or four?





Objects near each other are
understood as a group





Shape, size, color, and texture 
all feel “together” in a
viewer’s mind

Objects near each other are
understood as a group



Shape, size, color, and texture 
all feel “together” in a
viewer’s mind

Objects near each other are
understood as a group

In design, this is often described as



helps this webpage look neat
and orderly despite the amount
of text and hyperlinks.



also helps this visualization
appear orderly



and is taken to an effective extreme
in this wildfire chart.



Even appears in modern art!
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Shades of grey help
express the hierarchy

of information in
this EMR
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Label

DataLabel
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Shades of grey help
express the hierarchy

of information in
this EMR





Distinct, non-clashing colors keep the visualization
from becoming visually overwhelming



(Red Green Blue) (Hue Saturation Brightness)

Consider new means of dealing with colors.  
HSB might be right for you.



(Hue Saturation Brightness)

Limiting saturation in Raphael is easy!

hsl(0.0, 0.75, 0.8)

hsl(0.1, 0.75, 0.8)

hsl(0.2, 0.75, 0.8)

hsl(0.3, 0.75, 0.8)

hsl(0.4, 0.75, 0.8)
























